
CITY OF OVID        Approved on 4/9/2018 
REGULAR MEETING 
MARCH 12, 2018 
 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Mr. Zwick opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: Ms. Perrien, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Moore, Mr. Williams and Mr. Zwick 
ABSENT:  Mr. Lasher and Mr. Brown entered at 7:15 pm.  
EX OFFICIOS:  Don Passmore – DPW Superintendent, Al Goodrich Police Chief Rick Hogle Sgt. of Police, Cindy Fruchey – 
Treasurer and Josy Medina-Clerk.  
 
VISITORS:  Mark Criss – The City Rescue Mission of Lansing, Gene Nethaway, Al Toman, Debbie Price – Meridian Weekly, Rick 
Hogle, Steve Rupp and Holly Hibbard. 
 
AGENDA: A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to approve the agenda as presented. 
   MOTION PASSED 
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Williams to accept the minutes of the Regular minutes of the 
meeting held on February 12, 2018 as printed. 
   MOTION PASSED 
 
CHECK REGISGRY:  A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Ms. Perrien to accept the check registry from the period of 
February 10, 2018 thru March 9, 2018 as printed. 
   MOTION PASSED 
 
TREASURER: Ms. Fruchey reported that they had already turned over the County the delinquent taxes and that they balanced 
with the County.  She also submitted the February Revenue/Expenditure report. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mr. Al Toman thanked the DPW for all their hard work to keep the streets cleared of snow.   
 
POLICE:  Chief Goodrich reported that they currently are working on two (2) cases and he has ordered the suits that the Council 
approved at the last meeting.  He also, reported that Officer Guru has resigned and that he had hired Officer Steven Rupp.   
 
Officer Rupp introduced himself and stated that he is a 20-year veteran to the force and that he comes from the Howell area.  
He is excited to work in our community and look forward in meeting everyone. 
 
The entire Council welcomed Officer Rupp to the Department/Staff. 
 
DPW:  Mr. Passmore reported that Rich is back to work and doing well.  Mr. Passmore also reported that he attended the MEDC 
seminar in Lansing.  This seminar is a requirement of the ICE grant if we are going to go after one we need to attend two of the 
classes.  Mr. Lasher attended one and Don the other.   
 
Mr. Zwick asked if we have been given a date for when the deadline to submit the grant application?   
 
Mr. Passmore responded that he called today and Mr. Bartow stated that the State of Michigan has not set the date as of yet.   
 
Mr. Zwick replied that he was inquiring because we need to have the Planning Commission review the plan and approve it so 
that the Council can take their recommendation to approve it so we can continue with the grant process.   
 
Mr. Toman asked what does ICE stand for?   
 
Mr. Passmore stated that Fleiss & Vandenbrink is the firm that we will be working with to get the grant.  They will be writing it 
for us and their fee is part of the grant.  This grant will be used to update our systems or any infrastructure project that needs 
to be done.  This grant is for a grant of up to 2 million dollars for a 90/10 match grant.  If we can qualify for this that would be 
great.   
 
Mr. Zwick commented that Fleiss & Vandenbrink is the engineering firm that will be handling this for us and last year they 
applied for 14 of the grants and received 9 of the 14 applicants that the submitted.  They are doing all the leg work upfront with 



the hopes that If we get it that we will allow them to do the engineering work if we get it.  The grant will cost the City about up 
to 11%.   
 
If we get this we will be doing a lot of repairs out the lagoons and for the entire system or otherwise we would have had to 
raise rates, raise taxes or even go after a bond to do these types of upgrades.  We do have enough fund balance in our sewer 
fund to pay our portion of the grant.  This is why we build our fund balance to be able to do a project such as this. 
 
Mr. Toman commented that he felt that the City Council has been good guardians of the City’s funds.   
 
Mr. Zwick reported that we were awarded almost one (1) million dollar grant for the SAW grant and if we can get another two 
(2) million dollars through this ICE grant that is some serious grant money for a city our size.   
 
One of the features of this grant is that we have to prove to the State MEDC that this will benefit all our residences.  Even 
though, there are portions of our water system that needs to be done it may only be a portion of the system not the entire 
system.  As for the lagoon it will benefit everyone.   
 
Ms. Perrien informed the Council that in looking up ICE through, google it says that it stands for Infrastructure Capacity 
Enhancement.   
 
The Clerk recorded that Mr. Brown entered the meeting at 7:15 pm.   
 
Mr. Passmore is getting quotes on the pickup.  He will go over with the finance committee later.  We thought we had a leak but 
it turned out to be because everyone was running their water due to the weather but now they have turned it off so we are not 
pumping as much now.  We have been estimating for the past three (3) months due to short staff but we will be reading this 
month. 
 
Ms. Perrien, asked about the electrical issue at the water treatment plant.  Mr. Passmore replied that he hadn’t spoken with 
Josy on the billing. 
 
Ms. Medina stated that she will review the billing for that particular bill. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Brown to accept the Treasurer, Police and DPW reports as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Ms. Perrien reported that the Planning Commission had a meeting scheduled last week to 
review the CIP plan for the City of Ovid so that the commission could give a recommendation to the Council to accept it so that 
the City can move forward on applying for the ICE Grant.  The issue was that we didn’t end up having a quorum so we will have 
to reschedule.  
 

2. Mr. Criss of the City Rescue Mission of Lansing presented to the Council the information regarding the level of  
homeless children within Clinton & Shiawassee Counties.  There are 207 in Clinton and 375 in Shiawassee.  Mr. Criss apologized 
for the article that came out in the Argus Press stating that there was going to be a Homeless Shelter opened in the City of Ovid 
and that it was a done deal.  Mr. Criss stated that it is not true and that he has no intentions on doing this without speaking 
with the City first.  The City Mission has been around for 107 years in the downtown Lansing area.  We serve Ingham Eaton and 
Clinton Counties.  We service about 140 persons a night.  We have two facilities one on Michigan Avenue and one on South 
Cedar Street.   
 
We are a Christian organization.  We provide food, shelter and hope.   We provide about 100 thousand meals a year and about 
50 thousand beds and shelters a year.  We are funded by people that want to donate.  Our budget is about two million dollars a 
year 95% are from people and individual families and 5% from churches and grants.   
 
There are 84 in the Ovid-Elsie area and out of that number there are actually, 24 in the City of Ovid Community.  The cost would 
be roughly, 200 thousand dollars to renovate the old North Community Center if they were to open the shelter.  We figure that 
it would cost about 300 thousand annually to run the shelter.   
 
There was discussion on persons that may be registered as a sexual offender.  Those persons would not be able to stay at the 
shelter.   
 



Ms. Price asked what the criteria was in identifying those classified as homeless.   
 
Mr. Criss recommended that she speak with Ms. Becky Beckett.  She is the person in charge of the Clinton County area.  The 
shelter will transport the children to school and back to shelter if needed. 
 
Clinton County has transportation ready if we do this and Owosso is working on getting this ready.  Further discussion was held 
and it was decided that Mr. Zwick will be getting in touch with Ms. Berckett to get some of the information clarified.  He 
thanked Mr. Criss for taking the time to come and speak on this matter and the Council has some thinking to do on this issue.  
There was also discussion on the McKinney-Vento Act and what it means. 
 

3. Mr. Zwick read resolution #2018-04 titled statement regarding Athletic Fields.  A motion was made by Mr. Moore, 
second by Ms. Perrien to adopt resolution 2018-04 as presented.  The Clerk took roll call as follows:  YEAS:  Mr. Ordiway, Mr. 
Brown, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Moore, Mr. Williams and Mr. Zwick.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  Mr. Lasher. 

   RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Meridian Weekly. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   

1. Mr. Zwick held a discussion on the issue of waiving the fee for those that would like to have the Pavilion  
Fee waived if they are doing a fund raiser and do not have the status of a non-profit.  One of the issues were that when the 
front office has a request as such that they may contact either the Mayor or Mayor Pro-Tem to get permission to waive such 
fee or the Council may waive it.  Discussion was held and it was decided that the policy shall read on paragraph three as 
follows:  For those fund-raising activities that are not a Michigan Non-Profit or 503 © organization the person(s) organizing the 
event must request a waiver of fees from the City council or Acting City Mayor.  
 
The Council also, reviewed the current Pavilion rental form and made some changes.  Deleted item #8 and A motion was made 
by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to approve the form with the new changes.  
    MOTION CARRIED 

2. Mr. Zwick reported that after the last meeting he had discussions with Mr. Herendeen of Middlebury 
Township regarding the cost for the use of the recycling center for his continuance.  Mr. Zwick believes that if the City was to 
submit a letter to the Township that they would consider an offer of .50 cents per capita instead of the $1 per capita to be 
renewed annually.  Therefore, discussion was held.  Mr. Zwick suggest that we send an offer by mail to the Middlebury 
Township and also to the Ovid Township to see if they will change their minds.    A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second 
by Mr. Brown to offer both Middlebury and Ovid Townships the use of the recycling center for a cost of .50 cents per capita 
with the agreement being reviewed annually.   
    MOTION CARRIED 
 
FINANCE:  

1. Mr. Passmore submitted three quotes to the Council on replacing the box on the F350 1 Ton Dump Truck. Quote #1.  
Monroe Truck Equipment for $10,372.  Quote #2.  NBC Truck Equipment Co. for $10,245. And Quote #3.  Shults Equipment Inc.  
for $12,998.  Mr. Ordiway asked if he had requested a quote from Scientific Brake & Equipment Company.  Mr. Passmore stated 
that he did have that name.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to move 
forward to accept the quote from MONROE Truck Equipment or Scientific Brake & Equipment Co., if cheaper and not to 
exceed over the amount of $10,372.00. 

    MOTION CARRIED 
2. Mr. Passmore presented to the Council a quote on the concrete saw.  Discussion was held.  A motion was 

made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Ordiway to purchase the FS400 in the amount of 2,025.65 from Hammersmith Eq. Co. 
in Grand Rapids.  
    MOTION CARRIED 
CEMETERY:  Mr. Ordiway presented a quote from Sumbera.  Discussion was held on the quote from Sumbera Excavation to put 
in the road at the cemetery the amount was $2,150.00.   
 
Mr. Ordiway said that the committee will set a date to meet to discuss the issue on moving the responsibility of the Sexton to 
the City staff and to put out for bid the mowing & Fall cleanup or just offer it to Family Tree Landscaping (Matt Tribfelner).  His 
contract expires April 1, 2018.   
 
Mr. Ordiway suggested that we may want to consider hiring a part time person to do the mowing.   
 



Mr. Zwick replied that it certainly, could be an option maybe years later but as a budget standpoint it is not possible for now.  
As for the new road He suggested that we try to get more quotes then decide what to do.   No action taken on these issues. 
 
OMESA:  Mr. Brown reported that the tanker is in operation. 
 
Mr. Williams reported that there were more problems with the new building.  The problem will cost OMESA an additional 
$3,100.   
 
Mr. Zwick, said OMESA sold the tower for $235,000 and they are thinking on purchasing the steel earlier to save dollars once 
the money is deposited. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Brown to extend the meeting for an additional 15 minutes. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mr. Zwick reported that currently the ordinance for the city states that we need to have nine (9) 
members on the PC per our ordinance and what the Council had discussed earlier was to lower the amount to (7).  We currently 
have eight (8) with Holly.  So, if we consider this we will need to amend our ordinance.  Mr. Zwick asked that a sample of the 
language be presented to the Council at the next meeting for consideration.   
 
Mr. Zwick informed the  Council that Miss Holly Hibbard has generously, offered her time to be on the Planning Commission.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Ms. Perrien to appoint Miss Holly Hibbard to the Planning Commission 
effective March 12, 2018. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported that the Board is reviewing the letter of intent from SK&T Accounting Firm.  The Board has not 
made any decision because they are going to look around.  After speaking with Josy I don’t think we are going to find anyone 
else cheaper.   
 
Mr. Zwick commented that OMESA pays around $4,500 annually.   
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown reported that they are putting in a new generator at the station.  They also are going forward on getting the 
truck re-chassis.  They are also thinking of purchasing a new ambulance then we would have four (4).  We also will possibly put 
a third rig on during the day time.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENT:  Mr. Zwick reported that we did receive the first payment on the SAW grant of $102,083.53. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mr. Zwick closed the meeting at 9:06 pm 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 
 
 
 


